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| have always worn a kot of
black, even when it was out of fashion,
Perhaps it was my flair for the dramatic
ar tendencies towards romanticism, Per-
haps it was because Dlack always seemec
50 S-TF:II'IQ. o direct, &3 in conorol L. . 50
& CHOICES. ‘Womsn's Mendical Cemier. he 1967
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basic. Whatever the underbyng psyono-
lagical reasons. Dlack 1S definitely ane of |
rmy favorite calars, | am. therefora,
somewhat bemused to find that my lik-
ing for things black may have inadvert
ently mads me very fashionabda, may

hawe put me in the appropriate mind

and dress sat for assuming the role of a
WOITIN I mourmeng, For it is mourning |

| should be mif | liskened o and be-
lieved all the messages of the popular
cuiture, SCoording Lo consistent media
reports, If appears a5 il the YWomen's
Moverment is “dead”. If this is true, it
would seemed Lo have died rather softly,
It certainly did not go out with a bang,
and in fact. hardly with a whimper.
Realhy. you didn't hear it at all. It would
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Bppear that feminism had died the most
rerrible of all deaths in America—it had
gone OUT OF FASHION!

~ bverywhere you look there are
obituanes. Haute couture fashion de-
signer, Pauline Trigere, in an interviaw
in Mantattan Magazine, was asked
“What 9o you think about the Women's
Movement?” Her response reads |
think it was wonderful when it started,
but | truly do not understand it.”

There it is in black and white—
the Women's Movament was wonderful,
Then, Trigere not only preaches the
death of the moverment, she balieves
that the ER.A was passed! 7| was tald
there was a big rence Detwgan the
salaries of men and women doing similar
work. [1's possible, but in our union |
knows this 5 not 50, Most cerainly, the
ERA. rﬂﬁ Many Wormnen who were
frightenad in the so-called man's world
o develoo confidence in themsetves, and
1o try on their own . .. 50 that's greatl™
Yes, no need for the revolution here—
WiDmmen alréady have their economic par-
ity—ihe EFA. has been passed! It ap-
pears that | have Deen living an dlusion,
that there |5 no “political struggle”.
There is ng more need Lo work for radi-
cal positve social change. It all had hap-
perad. The goals of tha Waomen's Move-
rrignt had been met The réwolution had
come—straightened everything out—and
had died Decause There just wasn't any
mare need of i, 11's 2l over except for
the mourning {which | am dressed for),
W can all go home, we hawe been
disrnissed.

Iri reading Trigeres words, we
may see an exarmple of the ultimate co-
apticn of the successful female executive
class, Often, women who do “make it”
in this sa-called man's worid struggled
o do 50, ang have come to believe that
they have succeeded purely on their awn
indavicual merits. They bedarme Spokes-
people for the status Quo and poin the
litany of voices that are teling us that
we have entered 3 “post-feminist” era,
They do not see themselves &5 part of a
larger class of women, but more in the
genre of the archetypical American, the
pure individualist. This is the danger
when the movement [defined as individ-
ual cargerism) becomes an end i and of
itself. Those who succead can be quickly
co-opted. They are given the goodies,
the jobs, money, the status, the power
and then they are quietly enlisted into
the ranks of the establishment where
they are well dressed, ooiffed and man-
cured and sent out 1o tell the rest of us
exactly how they got 1o where they are
in one “how ta” BOok or intardew after
another,
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Recently. in 3 women's fashion
supplement in the New York Times,
women weréa being exh to oo
back”™ to dressing sexually. particularly in
the board rooms Decause men like it
and it 303 more cobor 1o the workd”,
“Waomen are liking it again when a man
whistlas", according to Peggy Noonan, a
speach writer for President Reagan. and
even Gloria 3teinem would seem to
agres: "If you dress like men, it only
makes men feel more ansious.” 1T seems
we are to rewrte history and go back to
Victorian tirres when woman, particu-
larky upper C1ass worren, weare thought
of as merely deorative items. Says
Moonan: “Men are delighted when a
WOIMEn Comes into a mesting room not
wearing & little blue suit and tie and 5its
down at the table with a certain amount
af flair and says "Hi. Doys . Youe
pleased with yoursel’ when you ook
nice. Men are hapoy, And this may sound
oy, but | thine you brighten up the
world a hitle just by showing up.”

If this feminist mowvernent is
dead, its life was a media creation! The
Mew York Times, which couples femin:
ism and fashion, would have us Believe
that all good middle class Jewash intel-
lectual revolutionaries wear Designer
Clathes to the Bastille—'\What an exiraor-
dinary “coup’”. the joining of feminism
and fashion—rewolution and shoppng—
as if one could buy & CONSCIDLENEES-—35
if one could "ty on” 3 way of being.

It seems ferminism, social change
and igealism were fads. they're not ~in”

anymore, What 15 7in” according to the
Hew York Times 5 dressing up in Donna
Faran grey silk smoking jackets to go 1o
wearke (particularty if you work at teach-
ing & medical class at the Mt Sinai Medi-
cal Schoaly and doing this without fisgl-
ing guilty because Mea-feminism (reaily
definkd as careerism}, has become
fashionable,

The issue that s never addressed,
of courze, is that the mgionty of work-
ing woman are not weaching at M Sinal
Medical School ner walking into boarg
reoms saying “Hi, boys”, but are locked
into “pank collar” ghetios earning barely
MINITUM W08 TD SUppart. themssies
and their children while 50 pereent of
therm have Been divorced and their in-
Cormes ave dropged 73 percent in tha
first ywear after their divorce while their
ex-husbands’ have gone up 42 percent.

More disheartening than the
Tll"l"lEE- ar pop publcations was Lo ses
I'.'Ia I'.'Ia zine devats the Movember -

ashion. And perhaps the “unking-
vESL u:u'l of all”, ta have a feminist leadar
and Ms. editor, Letty Cottin Pogrebin,
display an wnconscious eitism when she
Writes in her article “Souching Toward
Style”: "I'm not intimidated by stylish
women because |'ve assumed anyone
who wants 1 can study the fasnion ads
and department stare mManneguirs, Copy
women whose look we admire, ar hire
an image consultant” and end up looking
reasanably dose to whatever is today's
version of ‘put together’.”

Ms. Pogrebin then goes on to s3y
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