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I have always worn a lot of
black, even when it was out of fashion.
Perhaps it was my flair for the dramatic
or tendencies towards romanticism. Per-
haps it was because black always seemed
so strong, so direct, so in control . . . so
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Zht New Crusaders

basic. Whatever the underlying psycho-
logical reasons, black is definitely one of
my favorite colors. I am, therefore,
somewhat bemused to find that my lik-
ing for things black may have inadvert-
ently made me very fashionable, may
have put me in the appropriate mind
and dress set for assuming the role of a
woman in mourning. For it is mourning

I should be in if I listened to and be-
lieved all the messages of the popular
culture. According to consistent media
reports, it appears as if the Women's
Movement is "dead". If this is true, it
would seemed to have died rather softly.
It certainly did not go out with a bang,
and in fact, hardly with a whimper.
Really, you didn't hear it at all. It would
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appear that feminism had died the most
terrible of all deaths in America—it had
gone OUT OF FASHION!

Everywhere you look there are
obituaries. Haute couture fashion de-
signer, Pauline Trigere, in an interview
in Manhattan Magazine, was asked
"What do you think about the Women's
Movement?" Her response reads "I
think it was wonderful when it started,
but I truly do not understand it."

There it is in black and white—
the Women's Movement was wonderful.
Then, Trigere not only preaches the
death of the movement, she believes
that the E.R.A. was passed! "1 was told
there was a big difference between the
salaries of men and women doing similar
work. It's possible, but in our union I
know this is not so. Most certainly, the
E.R.A. helped many women who were
frightened in the so-called man's world
to develop confidence in themselves, and
to try on their own . . . so that's great!"
Yes, no need for the revolution here—
women already have their economic par-
ity—the E.R.A. has been passed! It ap-
pears that I have been living an illusion,
that there is no "political struggle".
There is no more need to work for radi-
cal positive social change. It all had hap-
pened. The goals of the Women's Move-
ment had been met. The revolution had
come—straightened everything out—and
had died because there just wasn't any
more need of it. It's all over except for
the mourning (which I am dressed for).
We can all go home, we have been
dismissed.

In reading Trigere's words, we
may see an example of the ultimate co-
option of the successful female executive
class. Often, women who do "make it"
in this so-called man's world struggled
to do so, and have come to believe that
they have succeeded purely on their own
individual merits. They become spokes-
people for the status quo and join the
litany of voices that are telling us that
we have entered a "post-feminist" era.
They do not see themselves as part of a
larger class of women, but more in the
genre of the archetypical American, the
pure individualist. This is the danger
when the movement (defined as individ-
ual careerism) becomes an end in and of
itself. Those who succeed can be quickly
co-opted. They are given the goodies;
the jobs, money, the status, the power
and then they are quietly enlisted into
the ranks of the establishment where
they are well dressed, coiffed and mani-
cured and sent out to tell the rest of us
exactly how they got to where they are
in one "how to" book or interview after
another.

Neither Snow Nor Sleet. . .
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Over 100 people attended the 2nd Annual Rail) of the X.Y. P'v-Choice Coalition, celebrating thtr Supreme Court's Roe i Wade decision
legalizing abortion, in Bryant Park, X.YC . during one of X Y.'s worst billiards. Speakers included Merle Hoffman, Gloria Steinem, Gtnm
Vida IX.Y.C. Commission on the Status of Women), Coalition Voices. Additional details in Vol VIII

Recently, in a women's fashion
supplement in the New York Times.
women were being exhorted to "go
back" to dressing sexually, particularly in
the board rooms because "men like it
and it adds more color to the world".
"Women are liking it again when a man
whistles", according to Peggy Noonan, a
speech writer for President Reagan, and
even Gloria Steinem would seem to
agree: "If you dress like men, it only
makes men feel more anxious." It seems
we are to rewrite history and go back to
Victorian times when women, particu-
larly upper class women, were thought
of as merely decorative items. Says
Noonan: "Men are delighted when a
woman comes into a meeting room not
wearing a little blue suit and tie and sits
down at the table with a certain amount
of flair and says 'Hi, boys'. You're
pleased with yourself when you look
nice. Men are happy. And this may sound
corny, but I think you brighten up the
world a little just by showing up."

If this feminist movement is
dead, its life was a media creation! The
New York Times, which couples femin-
ism and fashion, would have us believe
that all good middle class Jewish intel-
lectual revolutionaries wear Designer
clothes to the Bastille—What an extraor-
dinary "coup", the joining of feminism
and fashion—revolution and shopping—
as if one could buy a consciousness—as
if one could "try on" a way of being.

It seems feminism, social change
and idealism were fads, they're not "in"

anymore. What is "in" according to the
New York Times is dressing up in Donna
Karan grey silk smoking jackets to go to
work (particularly if you work at teach-
ing a medical class at the Mt. Sinai Medi-
cal School) and doing this without feel-
ing guilty because Neo-feminism (really
defined as careerism), has become
fashionable.

The issue that is never addressed,
of course, is that the majority of work-
ing women are not teaching at Mt. Sinai
Medical School nor walking into board
rooms saying "Hi, boys", but are locked
into "pink collar" ghettos earning barely
minimum wage to support themselves
and their children while 50 percent of
them have been divorced and their in-
comes have dropped 73 percent in the
first year after their divorce while their
ex-husbands' have gone up 42 percent.

More disheartening than the
Times or pop publications was to see
Ms. Magazine devote the November is-
sue to fashion. And perhaps the "unkind-
est cut of all", to have a feminist leader
and Ms. editor, Letty Cottin Pogrebin,
display an unconscious elitism when she
writes in her article "Slouching Toward
Style": "I'm not intimidated by stylish
women because I've assumed anyone
who wants to can study the fashion ads
and department store mannequins, copy
women whose look we admire, or hire
an 'image consultant' and end up looking
reasonably close to whatever is today's
version of 'put together'."

Ms. Pogrebin then goes on to say
continued on pg, 26



The Crusade of Karen Thompson

Karen Thompson

For Karen Thompson, the personal
has indeed become the political; and for
someone like Karen—a very private person
who was never issue-oriented—the path to
activism has resulted in an upheaval of her
entire life.

The story of Karen Thompson and
Sharon Kowalski began as a love story and
has become, and continues to be, a night-
mare—a nightmare that could happen to any
of us. This is a tale of horror that one would
think could have occurred only in a repres-
sive regime—something out of Nazi Ger-
many. Instead, it is happening here, today, in
the United States.

Because this story is one of the most
important we've ever heard—a chilling abro-
gation of patients' rights, disability rights,
gay rights—indeed, all human rights—we are
doing it in two parts: a synopsis of the back-
ground in Volume VII and the two-hour in-
terview On The Issues conducted with Karen
Thompson in Volume VIII.

For four years, Karen Thompson and
Sharon Kowalski lived as more than lovers.
As far as they were concerned, they were
married. They had exchanged rings in their
own private ceremony because they are both
conventional people and, as Karen says, "We
figured we were married in our eyes and in
the eyes of God, and we were very much
brought up to believe in the institution of
marriage."

Then, on November 13. 1983. the
nightmare began. Sharon's car was smashed
by a drunk driver, leaving her a quadriplegic
and unable to speak. To this day. the extent
of her mental disability has yet to be deter-
mined. She suffered a closed-head injury,
which means that some brain cells have been
permanently damaged while others can be
re-trained.

The accident forced Karen to "come
out of the closet". Says Karen: "I 'came out'
nationally before I came out to myself . . . I'd
lived with Sharon for four years and only ad-

mitted that I happened to fall in love with a
human being because of certain qualities or
characteristics. I had never admitted to my-
self that I was gay."

Her first taste of the agony to come
was when the hospital wouldn't tell her if
Sharon was dead or alive. The second was
when the hospital psychologist suggested she
"come out" to Sharon's parents. The Kowal-
skis responded that Karen was a crazy
woman and was never to see their daughter
again. At that point. Karen saw an attorney,
only to learn that she had no legal rights as
far as Sharon was concerned. The Kowalskis
sued for guardianship, claiming that Karen
was just Sharon's landlady and that their
daughter was not a lesbian.

Fortunately, Karen was able to prove
their relationship in court, due to the testi-
mony of the few people Sharon had told, and
the court permitted Karen visitation rights.

At that time. Sharon was in St. Cloud
Hospital, Minnesota in the city where she and
Karen lived, and where Karen is an assistant
professor at St. Cloud University. Karen has
also studied occupational and physical ther-
apy, and while Sharon remained in St. Cloud,
Karen was able to work with her for hours
every day. Slowly and continuously. Sharon
began to show improvement. Videotapes
prove that she was able to feed herself a lit-
tle bit and type out responses with one hand
when asked questions. Sharon indicated that
she wanted to go home with Karen, and ex-
pressed fear that Karen would be taken from
her. In September, 1984, that's just what
happened. Donald Kowalski successfully filed
to have Sharon moved to Duluth, 150 miles
away.

In July, 1985, Sharon was again
moved—to a nursing home in Hibbing. Min-
nesota, despite the fact that the home has no
young adult rehabilitation program. Without
such a program. Sharon cannot receive the
treatment she needs to retain the progress
Karen helped her achieve, to say nothing of

continued on pe. 10

WARNING:
Women's Magazines Can Be
Dangerous To Your Health!
by Ellen R. Gritz, Ph.D.

Ellen R. Gntz

As a result of sweeping changes in
social forces during this century, cigarette
smoking has become acceptable behavior for
females as well as males. As a result, we are
witnessing the emergence of a major national
health problem.

Women's smoking has increased from
18 percent in 1935 to 33 percent in 1965
and has since decreased to 29 percent in
1983. In comparison, men's smoking de-
creased rather steadily from 53 percent in
1935 to 35 percent in 1983. Interestingly,
these great changes in women's smoking be-
havior have been paralleled by an unrivalled
direct-appeal campaign by cigarette advertis-
ers, which began in the mid-to-late 1920s.

There is nothing new in the trend
data describing women's smoking behavior.
The news is the actualization of a national
tragedy that was totally preventable—the
emergence of lung cancer as the number one
cause of cancer mortality among women.
surpassing breast cancer. In 1985, the Amer-
ican Cancer Society published data reporting
that lung cancer had become a major prob-
lem for women as a result of the dramatic
increase in women's smoking. A disease that
virtually did not exist in this country at the
turn of the century is now killing more
women and men annually than any other
form of cancer.

Lagging behind, but paralleling
changes in the smoking patterns of adult
women, have been the widespread changes in
teenage smoking. National survey data show
that gender differences in teenage cigarette
smoking have virtually disappeared, and that
female smoking now exceeds that of males
for most analyses.

A recent survey sponsored by the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse revealed a
higher prevalence of smoking among girls at
levels of occasional smoking—one or more
cigarettes per month and one or more ciga-


